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Senz nul conseil le lor otreie 
Et por le dameisel enveie. 

With which compare Yvain, 11. 2037-2044 : 

Einsi sont acordd briemant. 
Et la dame ot son parlemant 
Devant tenu a ses barons, 
Et dit : " De ci noa an irons 
An cele sale, ou mes janz sont, 
Qui lod et conseillie' m'ont 
Por le besoing que il i voient, 
Que de mari prandre me proient." 

That is, Chretien has improved again on the 
matiere de Rome, choosing to stress cortoisie as 
included in sag esse. If in Cliges Soredamor and 
Fenice (leaving out of account the latter' s r61e as 
an Iseult retournSe) are plausibly intended as 
exemplars in contrast to such yoang women in 
love as the daughters of Adrastus, 11 as Antigone 
and Ismeine, 12 Lavinia, 18 and Briseis," it may 
well be that the Lady Laudine is meant to show 
readers how a woman may marry again within 
three days of her lord's death, and yet be quite in 
conformity with the rules of the love courts. 
Chretien employs the confidante to good purpose — 
Lunete, Laudine' s attendant, contrives by her art- 
fulness that the three days shall be in effect almost 
as three years, whereas in Tliebes we are startled 
by the suddenness of the transition. 

Par iceste signeflance 
poum entendre quel creance 
deivent aveir li mort es vis. 16 

Marie is bald and the moral is plain, but 
Chretien, the poet of society, rather dims the 



issue. 
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» lb., 11. 927-1068. "15., 11. 3915 S. 

18 Eneas. Ed. Jacques Sal verdade Grave. Halle, 1891, 
11. 8083-9131. 

14 Soman, de Troie. Ed. A. Joly. Paris, 1870, 11. 
13594-15101 ; 20195-20330. 

15 Marie de France: Fabetn. Herausgeg. v. K. Warnke. 
Halle, 1898, xxv, 37-39. 

16 In the thirteenth century, and later, the motif is in- 
troduced casually. Cf. a) Bichars li Biaus. Herausgeg. 
v. W. Foerster. Wien, 1874, 11. 3189-3225. b) Sone von 
Nauaay. Goldschmidt. Tubingen, 1899. 11. 6420-6743. 



Performance of Old Plays. 

To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Sirs : — One of the most striking features of the 
new work in English at our colleges and univer- 
sities is the frequent attempt to produce plays of 
the past, especially of the Elizabethan past. 
Perhaps no other one thing has done so much to 
foster a real interest in the student body in the 
early drama as these appeals to the eye and ear. 
But something still remains to be done to make 
these revivals fully effective and that is the coop- 
eration of all the institutions engaged in this work 
so that information on the subject be spread. As 
one means to this end, I would suggest that a 
brief announcement of every such performance be 
made in this journal, together with information 
about the purpose of the performance, whether to 
rouse interest through an accurate reproduction of 
the original manner of production, so far as this 
is possible, or to appeal to modern theatrical taste 
by applying mechanical stage contrivances. Of 
special importance is any information about the 
publication of a special text, containing the acting 
version, and I would also suggest that in each 
case fifty extra copies of the program be printed, 
to be sent to libraries applying for them. 

As a beginning in this attempt to spread useful 
information, I will state that Greene' s Frier Bacon 
and Frier Bungay was performed, it is believed 
for the first time since the early part of the seven- 
teenth century, by the students of the University 
of Illinois, under the direction of the English 
Club, at the AValker Opera House, Champaign, 
December 5, 1904, and again, in connection with 
President James's installation, October 17, 1905. 
The purpose of the performance was to give an 
effective modem rendering, in a necessarily short- 
ened form, of this charming early comedy, and 
the success of the undertaking exceeded the fond- 
est hopes of the direction. The acting version, 
prepared by Messrs. Scott and Guild, can be 
obtained at the price of 25 cents by applying to 
F. W. Scott, Urbana, HI. A few copies of the 
program of the second performance are still left. 
It is believed that performances of this play will 
be given in several places this season. 
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